
FINAL MINUTES FOR  
REGULAR SESSION MEETING 

Held on Wednesday, February 29, 2012 
9535 E. Doubletree Ranch Road · Scottsdale, Arizona 85258 

 

Board Members 
Joan M. Reynolds, M.M.S., P.A.-C, Chair 

Carole A. Crevier 
Michael E. Goodwin, P.A. 

Geoffrey W. Hoffa, M.S., P.A.-C 
Lesley A. Meng, M.D. 

Gary A. Smith, M.D., F.A.A.F.P. 
Patrick J. Van Zanen 

Peter C. Wagner, D.O. 
Kelli M. Ward, D.O., M.P.H., F.A.C.O.F.P. 

Myles A. Whitfield, P.A.-C 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 1:01 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
The following Board members were present: Ms. Crevier, PA Goodwin, PA Hoffa, Dr. Meng, PA Reynolds, Dr. Smith, Mr. Van 
Zanen, Dr. Wagner, and PA Whitfield. The following Board member was absent: Dr. Ward.  
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
Individuals who addressed the Board during the call to the public appear beneath the case referenced.  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT/PA RULES UPDATE 
Lisa Wynn, Executive Director, reported that the PA Rules have been drafted and posted to the Board’s website in an effort to 
solicit public comment. She stated that the Agency actively reached out to associations and met with stakeholders to obtain 
feedback on the Draft Rules. Ms. Wynn informed the Board that the Draft Rules were filed with the Secretary of State on February 
24, 2012, and that the Agency anticipates scheduling the oral proceedings on March 26, 2012, which will be the final opportunity 
for the Board to receive public comment. Ms. Wynn thanked Ms. Crevier for her help in editing the Draft.  
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
PA Reynolds welcomed Dr. Wagner back and thanked him for his service to the country.  
 
LEGAL ADVISOR’S REPORT 
Jennifer Boucek, Assistant Attorney General, Legal Advisor, reported that PA Okon, whose motion for rehearing was denied at the 
Board’s last meeting, has filed an appeal with the Superior Court.  
 
ELECTION OF BOARD OFFICERS 
Ms. Wynn announced the results of the 2012 officer elections: PA Hoffa, Chair; and PA Goodwin, Vice Chair.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION: PA Goodwin moved to approve the November 16, 2011 Regular Session Meeting Minutes.  
SECOND: Ms. Crevier  
VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 2-abstain, 0-recuse, 1-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  
 
Ms. Crevier stated that she shared PA Goodwin’s concerns regarding the cases considered by the Board that include repetitive 
violations of PAs. She suggested that the Board coordinate with the PA associations to disseminate reminders regarding issues 
involving the responsibility of a PA to renew their license, that PAs should not prescribe to family members, and for PAs to 
maintain adequate patient medical records. PA Reynolds stated that she recognizes this is a universal issue and stated that it is 
not unique to the PA Board. PA Goodwin proposed including in the PA license renewals a reminder demonstrating what common 
violations are coming before the Board. PA Whitfield recommended that the Board draft a statement that could be included in the 
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license renewals. PA Reynolds agreed with PA Whitfield’s proposal and stated it would be a step in the right direction in reminding 
PAs that they have a responsibility and are accountable for their conduct. Mr. Van Zanen agreed with the concerns of the Board, 
and pointed out that as an attorney, he is aware of what he is allowed to do. PA Hoffa stated that PAs know very well what they 
can and cannot do, and stated that most PAs are successful in adhering to their professional conduct. Ms. Crevier recommended 
coordination with the Allopathic and Osteopathic Boards.  
 

ADVISORY LETTERS 
NO. CASE NO. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LIC. # RESOLUTION 

1. PA-11-0089A AMBER L. MCLOUTH, P.A. 3106 
Issue an Advisory Letter for failing to clearly outline a tapering 
schedule of prednisone and for inadequate medical records. This 
matter does not rise to the level of discipline.   

Kathleen Coffer, M.D., Medical Consultant, summarized that PA McLouth continued this patient on high dose prednisone when 
immediate tapering was indicated, and failed to clearly outline a tapering schedule of prednisone.  
 
MOTION: Mr. Van Zanen moved to issue an Advisory Letter for failing to clearly outline a tapering schedule of 
prednisone and for inadequate medical records. This matter does not rise to the level of discipline.   
SECOND: PA Goodwin  
VOTE: 8-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 2-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

NO. CASE NO. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LIC. # RESOLUTION 
1. PA-11-0061A NORA D. ELLIS, P.A. 3675 Dismiss. 

Marlene Young, Investigator, summarized that after review of a related case, this case was initiated to address allegations of 
inappropriate prescribing. Ms. Young stated that PA Ellis’ previous employer reported to the Board that they were contacted by a 
pharmacy to confirm whether a script for Oxycodone was written by PA Ellis. The PA was later found to have two boxes of 
prescription pads that contained the name of her previous employer that were confiscated by the police. PA Ellis denied writing 
the prescription and a pharmacy profile showed that no prescriptions were filled that were written by the PA. Board staff 
determined that there was no preponderance of credible evidence that the script was written by PA Ellis and recommended 
dismissal.  
 
MOTION: Dr. Wagner moved for dismissal.  
SECOND: PA Goodwin 
 
Dr. Wagner noted that the prescription was compared to others and it was determined that the signatures did not match. Mr. Van 
Zanen questioned whether it was appropriate for the PA to have the boxes of prescription pads in her home from her previous 
employer. PA Reynolds stated that it would be unusual for a PA to have boxes of prescriptions in their home. Ms. Boucek stated 
that statutes do not address the issue of having prescription pads in a PA’s possession. PA Hoffa requested clarification as to 
which issue has been recommended for dismissal. Ms. Wynn informed the Board that the issue regarding the prescription pads 
was adjudicated under a different case and was dismissed previously. She stated that the case currently before the Board, 
involves the identification of an unauthorized prescription of Oxycodone and whether it had been written by PA Ellis. Pat 
McSorley, Investigations Manager, explained that Board staff could not establish preponderance of credible evidence to support 
that PA Ellis was the author of the Oxycodone prescription, and that statute does not require that prescription pads be 
safeguarded. Ms. Reynolds noted that there has been no credible evidence to support the allegation and spoke in favor of 
dismissal.  
 
VOTE: 8-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 2-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  

NO. CASE NO. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LIC. # RESOLUTION 

2. PA-11-0118A RYAN W. MARINONE N/A 

Grant the license and offer a Consent Agreement for a probationary 
license that shall include two year abuse-track monitoring in the 
Board's Physician Health Program (PHP). If Mr. Marinone does not 
accept the terms of the Probation, then the license shall be denied. 

Celina Shepherd, Investigator, summarized that Mr. Marinone disclosed on his license application that he was charged with a DUI 
in July of 2009, and that he was formally counseled for two episodes of unprofessional conduct by the PA Program Director at 
Midwestern University. Ms. Shepherd stated that Mr. Marinone was assessed by PHP and found to be safe to practice if 
monitored for two years in PHP under abuse-track monitoring. Ms. Wynn clarified that when individuals are diagnosed with abuse 
and not dependence they are placed on a two year abuse-track monitoring program that includes random drug screening and an 
alcohol awareness class. She stated that individuals who are diagnosed with dependence and undergo residential treatment are 
enrolled in PHP for a period of five years with a higher level of treatment including 12-step meetings, group relapse prevention 
meetings and drug testing.  
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MOTION: PA Hoffa moved to grant the license and offer a Consent Agreement for a probationary license that shall 
include two year abuse-track monitoring in PHP. If PA Marinone does not accept the terms of the Probation, then the 
license shall be denied.   
SECOND: Ms. Crevier  
 
Dr. Wagner questioned whether the applicant has graduated and if he should be referred to as a PA. PA Goodwin stated that until 
a PA has graduated, becomes certified and receives a PA license, he/she should not possess the title “PA.” PA Hoffa and Ms. 
Crevier agreed to amend their previous motion to eliminate the title “PA” and address the applicant as “Mr.” Marinone.  
 
AMENDED MOTION: PA Hoffa moved to grant the license and offer a Consent Agreement for a probationary license that 
shall include two year abuse-track monitoring in PHP. If Mr. Marinone does not accept the terms of the Probation, then 
the license shall be denied.   
SECOND: Ms. Crevier  
ROLL CALL VOTE: Roll call vote was taken and the following Board members voted in favor of the motion: Ms. Crevier, 
PA Goodwin, PA Hoffa, Dr. Meng, PA Reynolds, Dr. Smith, Mr. Van Zanen, Dr. Wagner, and PA Whitfield. The following 
Board member was absent: Dr. Ward.  
VOTE: 9-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 1-absent.  
MOTION PASSED.  

NO. CASE NO. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LIC. # RESOLUTION 

3. PA-11-0051A JEFFREY L. ZUBERBIER, P.A. 2514 

Accept the proposed Consent Agreement for a Letter of Reprimand 
and Two Year Probation for participation in the Board’s Physician 
Health Program (PHP). PA Zuberbier’s PHP participation shall be 
retroactive to August 24, 2011.  

Dr. Coffer summarized that PA Zuberbier’s Supervising Physician (SP) reported to the Board that the PA had resigned when he 
was questioned regarding inappropriate prescribing to himself and another employee. Dr. Coffer stated that PA Zuberbier 
admitted to prescribing Vicodin to CL and not always documenting the prescriptions. The PA also had the staff call in prescriptions 
for his own use under his supervising physician’s name. PA Zuberbier entered into an Interim Practice Restriction and underwent 
an assessment with the diagnosis of opioid abuse, and benzodiazepine abuse in full remission. He was deemed safe to practice 
while enrolled in PHP for two years on abuse-track monitoring. PA Reynolds spoke in favor of accepting the proposed Consent 
Agreement. 
 
MOTION: PA Reynolds moved to accept the proposed Consent Agreement for a Letter of Reprimand and Two Year 
Probation to participate in PHP. PA Zuberbier’s PHP participation shall be retroactive to August 24, 2011.   
SECOND: PA Hoffa 
 
PA Reynolds stated that she found that the PA is remorseful for his conduct, and that she believed the abuse-track monitoring is 
appropriate in this case. PA Goodwin expressed concern in that he has recognized a recurrence of PAs committing 
unprofessional conduct by self-prescribing and prescribing to family members. He stated that he is compelled to suggest that the 
Board inform the PA community that these are issues that are repeatedly being seen before the Board.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Roll call vote was taken and the following Board members voted in favor of the motion: Ms. Crevier, 
PA Goodwin, PA Hoffa, Dr. Meng, PA Reynolds, Dr. Smith, Mr. Van Zanen, Dr. Wagner, and PA Whitfield. The following 
Board member was absent: Dr. Ward.  
VOTE: 9-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 1-absent. 
MOTION PASSED.  

NO. CASE NO. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LIC. # RESOLUTION 

4. PA-11-0006A ELIZABETH L. VITO, P.A. 3304 

Approve the draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order for 
a Letter of Reprimand and Five Year Probation to participate in PHP. 
PA Vito shall obtain a treating psychiatrist. After twelve months, the 
PA may request termination of the psychiatric treatment requirement.  

Ms. Boucek stated that the draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order reflect the interview conducted by the Board at 
its previous meeting. She pointed out that the allegations regarding the taking of medications from the supervising physician’s 
office were not included in the Findings of Fact because that issue was disputed. PA Reynolds spoke in favor of approving the 
draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order and stated that it adequately reflects the Board’s discussion and decision 
from the previous meeting.  
 
MOTION: Ms. Crevier moved to approve the draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order for a Letter of 
Reprimand and Five Year Probation to participate in PHP. PA Vito shall obtain a treatment psychiatrist. After twelve 
months, the PA may request termination of the psychiatric treatment requirement.  
SECOND: Dr. Smith  
ROLL CALL VOTE: Roll call vote was taken and the following Board members voted in favor of the motion: Ms. Crevier, 
PA Hoffa, Dr. Meng, PA Reynolds, Dr. Smith, Mr. Van Zanen, Dr. Wagner, and PA Whitfield. The following Board member 
voted against the motion: PA Goodwin. The following Board member was absent: Dr. Ward.  
VOTE: 8-yay, 1-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 1-absent.  
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MOTION PASSED.  
NO. CASE NO. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LIC. # RESOLUTION 
5. PA-11-0145A NICOLE C. FALLACARO, P.A. N/A Grant the license.  

PA Fallacaro spoke during the call to the public. Ms. Shepherd summarized that PA Fallacaro became aware that her license had 
expired after viewing her profile on the Board’s website and speaking with Board staff on December 28, 2011. PA Fallacaro was 
informed that she could not practice without a license, and that she would need to reapply. Ms. Shepherd stated that the PA called 
again the following day requesting that her license application be expedited because she was practicing without a license. Ms. 
Shepherd stated that PA Fallacaro ceased seeing patients on December 29, 2011 after receiving a call from the Board’s 
investigator.  
 
MOTION: PA Hoffa moved to grant the license.  
SECOND: PA Whitfield  
 
Ms. Shepherd clarified that PA Fallacaro practiced for a partial day after being advised by Board staff that she could not practice 
due to the expiration of her license. 
 
VOTE: 9-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 1-absent.  
MOTION PASSED.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:52 p.m.  
 
 
 
 

 
____________________________ 

        Lisa S. Wynn, Executive Director   
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